
Postcards from the Moon Science Explorations

Grade Level: 3 through 6
Participants: Individuals
Objectives: Exercise flexibility, originality, elaboration
Time: Approximately ½ hour to 1 hour

Quick View
Students make postcards to send home to friends and family from their vacations on 
the Moon. Students illustrate the fronts of their postcards and design special Moon 
Postage Stamps. On the backs they write a description of the landscape and tell the 
activities they do for fun. They include some interesting Moon facts, too.

Example
See illustrations

Take Home
A postcard from the Moon

Materials
•	 Index cards, blank/blank or lined/blank (one per student with some extras)
•	 Pencils
•	 Crayons
•	 Paper
•	 Pictures of the moon, both close up and distant
•	 Pictures of our solar system
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Postcards from the Moon

Getting Ready
•	 Gather pictures of the Moon and our Solar System and spread them out for use as reference. 
•	 List some basic facts about the moon. Read and display the list for the class to use a reference. 

Some facts could include temperature, the terrain, revolutions around the Earth, and heavenly 
bodies that are visible from the moon.

Activities and Procedures

1	 Ask students to write a first draft of their postcard message.

	 It should be one or two paragraphs mentioning some facts about the moon, but pretending 
they are visiting there and telling folks back home what they see and do. They may tell about 
imaginary structures or creatures—if what they imagine is woven with facts.

2	 Students sketch and color a picture on the blank side of the index card, using the pictures for 
reference. They may use high degree of creative license, as well.

3	 On the opposite side, divide the card in half with a pencil line as shown:

4	 Students copy their drafted messages onto the left side of the cards, and write addresses on the 
right sides.

5	 On separate pieces of paper students sketch rectangular Moon Postage Stamp designs, color 
them, cut them out, and paste them onto the upper right corners of the postcard backs.

Extensions
•	 Students can send postcards from anywhere in our Solar System. They could choose any planet, 

or a moon from another planet such as Titan, Europa, or Io.

From the book “Creative Genius” by Marjorie Sarnat 
If you liked this free lesson plan, be sure to visit www.jrimagination.com for more freebies and fun stuff.
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